THE GOLDEN LOTUS	297
"His Excellency is at the Palace now." Then Hsia presented
a red card.
"Please give my humble respects to his Excellency,'' he
said. "I am sorry I am too late to see him/* He took leave of
them.
Captain Ho immediately sent him a present in return. It
was getting late. Captain Ho entertained H$i-m6n Ch'ing in
one of the small rooms in the garden. During the meal, the
boys sang for them, and it was the second night-watch before
they went to bed.
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing had not forgotten what had happened the
night before. He told Wang Ching to bring his bed-clothes to
the study and sleep there. In the middle of the night the boy
went to him. They kissed each other and he found the boy's
lips very fragrant.
The next morning, Hsi-mSn was up before dawn and joined
Captain Ho. They went together to the Palace to wait for the
opening of the East Gate. After a while the gates of the Throne
Hall were swung open, and they heard the sound of gongs
and cymbals. Then the Gate of Heaven was opened, and they
caught a glimpse of the most glorious and august diadem.
The Son of Heaven was returning from the altar of the south,
and all his officers, civil and military, waited to receive him.
Gongs were beaten and bells rung, as the Emperor came back
to his palace to receive the homage of his officers. Clouds of
incense streamed towards the skies. The great ceremonial fans
waved to and fro.
His Majesty ascended the throne, and the cracking of whips
gave the signal for silence. The officers^ holding their tablets
of office before their breasts, made five salutations and kotowed
three times before the throne, doing homage to the Sacred
Majesty.
Then, from the palace, came an officer and spoke the words
of the Emperor that all might hear them.
"We have reigned for twenty years," he said, "and at last
We have completed the building of the KSn Chueh. Heaven
has been Our helper. Now as We enter upon another new
year, We pray that the good fortune Heaven has bestowed
upon Us, may be shared by you."
There came out from among a group of high officials, one
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